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Jeanne Nordland, Director
ACTION-Santa Cruz County
325 Crows Nest Drive
Boulder Creek, CA 95006

Dear Ms. Nordland:

[ am writing to congratulate you, the Advisory Board and the ACTION Santa Cruz
County coalition for completing the “Local Agenda 21" Action Plan. Your efforts are to be
commended and will make an important contribution to the future quality of life in Santa Cruz
County. I support the principle of sustainable development to balance the needs of economic
growth, environmental stewardship and social equity.

The “Local Agenda 21" Action Plan not only has local significance, it also will have
regional and national impacts. As you know, the President’s Council on Sustainable Development
is beginning Phase III of its work with an emphasis on sustainable communities. In addition, I
have been spearheading a similar effort, known as Monterey Bay 21st Century, to develop a
process for sustainable development planning for the entire Monterey Bay region ( Santa Cruz,
Monterey and San Benito Counties). I look forward to working with you on opportunities for
collaboration among these groups.

[n the Monterey Bay Region, we are blessed with a unique and beautiful place in which to
live and work. We have a strong commitment to environmental protection and quality education
and a strong economy based on agriculture, tourism and marine research and technology. As we
move toward the 21st Century, I believe it is an appropriate time to pause and ask ourselves how
we will sustain these qualities and build upon them for our descendants. [ appreciate your
dedication to the goals of sustainable development.

Sincere

SAM FARR
Member of Congress
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September, 1997

Dear Friends,

The Santa Cruz County “Local Agenda 21" process started soon after the Earth
Sumumit in 1992, with steering committee and coalition meetings. In October of 1993 and
also 1994, on UN Day, ACTION-Santa Cruz County and the Santa Cruz Chapter of the
United Nations Association collaborated on two local S.E.E.D.* Summits at Nylonnek
Retreat Center in Soquel, each drawing about 125 people. Participants self-selected to
twelve Special Focus Area Round Tables and began to envision a “sustainable” future.
Round Table meetings followed, and our Action Plan began to take shape. During the
entire process a consensus model was used, along with the Guiding Principles printed on
the back of this letter. To date, more than 150 groups, organizations, businesses, agencies,
and hundreds of individuals have collaborated on this document.

This June in New York City, Earth Summit II took place and there was a renewed
interest to see this process completed. As editor, I took on the challenge of updating and
verifying the report. This meant passing the chapters by the scrutiny of experts in each
field and then, of course, another round of agreements from key Round Table participants

... no small feat.

What we have at last are the cumulative hopes, ideas, and expertise of the people
whose names appear at the bottom of each chapter - plus many others who contributed
bits and pieces. Yet this is only a beginning! This is very much a work in progress -- an
organic process that will be adjusted and refined as our understanding evolves.

Where do we go from here? That will depend on all of you who read this blueprint
for a sustainable 21st century in our county. In March of 1993, the Board of Supervisors
endorsed the Agenda 21 proposal and in January, 1994, officially approved the process
and agreed to seriously consider the document as a policy guide. We will now submit this
“Local Agenda 21" to the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors and to municipalities
for approval to be a guide for policy recommendations. Perhaps a Local Commission for
Sustainability will be formed to oversee and aid administration of this plan, addressing
the needs common to all. The next steps are dependent on each organization, business,
agency, institution, and person heeding the call to work collaboratively toward the goal
of creating a “sustainable community” -- making our individual and collective voices and
actions felt from one end of this county to the other and beyond. Now is the time, and we
are the generation that must heed this calling. Our future really is “in our hands.”

Sustainably,

%m%%%

Jeanne Nordland,
Coordinator & Editor

(* S.EED. = Social, Environmental, & Economic Development)

325 Crows Nest Drive

Boulder Creek, CA, 95006 Tel: 408-338-6013

Email: actionsc@cruzio.com



* PRINCIPLES OF AGREEMENT
FOR DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

As we go forward with our “Local Agenda 21,” we will seek to:

1.

[S0]

10.

11.

12.

Include all community groups and interests with full participation of all ethnic groups, the
youth, elders, and womery fully honor both our unity & diversity; and treat all with respect.

Provide opportunities for the community at large to contribute without having to attend a
meeting. (The viability of implementation of a local Agenda 21 depends on total inclusivity.)

Establish an Information Sharing Network focused on our “Sustainability.”
Look for creative ways to collaborate, avoiding duplication of efforts.

Establish positive working relationships with business, the education systems, government,
social institutions, organizations, media, and all segments of society.

Provide a values-based education, with respect for all peoples, nature and all of life.
Educate the community at large about individual responsibility, encouraging a positively-
focused community empowerment.

Maximize conservation and develop local renewable resources, so that, as much as possible,
we live off the interest our environment provides without destroying its capital base.

Create a vital economy with a viable and sustainable economic system, creating opportunities
tor work that are based on “right livelihood” and service, as well as products that sustain life;
and that this collective wealth must support and sustain well being for all.

Recognize that environmental quality, economic health, and social well-being are mutually
interdependent. A healthy environment is integral to long-term economic interests and to
each individual’s welfare; achieving a healthy environment must ensure that inequitable
burdens are not placed on any one geographic or economic sector of the population.
Protect, preserve, and restore the natural environment.

Define “development” in ways that bring about improvement in the quality of life for all.

Look beyond Santa Cruz for additional successful programs and strategies, and be willing to
share our model with other communities around the world.

*This list represents a consolidation of principles agreed upon by all participants to date.
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