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June 3,  1997

Jeanne Nordland, Director
ACTION-Santa Cruz County
335 Crows Nest  Dr ive
Boulder  Creek,  CA 95006

Dear Ms Nord land.

I am '"vriting to congratulate you, the Advisory Board and the ACTION Santa Cruz
Ct'trt t |  coali t ion f,or completing the "Local Agenda 2 I " Action Plan. Your efforts are to be
commended and wil l  make an important contnbution to the future quali ty of l i fe in Santa Cruz
County I support the pnnciple of sustainable development to balance the needs of economic
growth, enl ' ironmental stewardship and social equity

The "Local Agenda 21" Action Plan not on.ly has local significance, it also will have
regional and national impacts As you know, the President's Council  on Sustainable Development
is beginning Phase III  of i ts work with an emphasis on sustainable communit ies. In addit ion, I
have been spearheading a similar effort, known as lv[onterey Bay 2l st Century, to develop a
process for sustainable development planning for the entire Monterey Bay region ( Santa Cruz,
Monterey and San Benito Counties). I look forward to working wrth you on opportunities for
co l laborat ion among these groups.

In the lv{onterey Bay Region, we are blessed with a unique and beaut.iful place in which to
live and work. We have a strong commitment to environmental protection and quality education
and a strong economy based on agriculture, tourism and marine research and technology. As we
move toward the 2l st Century, I beiieve it is an appropriate time to pause and ask ourselves how
we will sustain these qualities and build upon them for our descendants. I appreciate your
dedication to rhe goals of sustainable development.

SAM FARR
Member of Conqress
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Dear Friends,

The Santa Cmz County "Local Agrnda 21" process started soon after the Earth
Suqrmit tn 1992, with steering commrttee and coition meetings. ln October of 1993 and
also 1994, on UN Day, ACTION-Santa Cruz County and the Sl.ot" C*, Chapter of the
United Nations Association collaborated on two local S.E.E.D.'Su:nmits at ilylonnek
Retreat Center rn Soquel, each drawing about 125 people. Partigrpants self-seiected to
fwelve Special Focus Area Round Tables and beganto envision a 'sustainable,, future.
Round Table meetings followed, and our Action Plan began to take shape. During the
entire process a consensus model was used, along with the Guiding Prirrciples prin"ted on
the back of this letter. To date, more than 150 tloups, organizatioirs, b..rir"rres, agencies,
and hundreds of individuals have coilaboratedon *ris document.

This June in New York Ciry, Ear*r Summit II took place and there was a renewed
rnterest to see this Process completed. As editoc I took on the challenge of updating and
:":li"q the report. This meant passing the chapters by tJre scrurin/of experts in each
field and then, of cours€, another round of agreements from key Round Thble particlpants
... no small feat.

What we have at last are the cumrrlative hopes, ideas, and expertise of the people
whose n;rmes aPPear at the bottom of each chapter-- plus many otheis who contrrbuted
bits and pieces. Yet this is only a bepnntngl This is very much a work in progress -- an
organic Process that wrll be adjusted and refined as our understanding 

"1rol'r"i.
Where do we go from here? That will depend on all of you who read this blueprint

for a sustainable 21st cenhrry in our county. ln March of 1993, the Board of supervisors
endorsed the Agenda 21 proposal and in January, 1994, officially approved the process
and agreed to seriousiy consider the document as a poticy gurde. *i wrll no* rrrb*it tt it
" Local Agenda 27" to the Santa Cruz Counfy Board of Supervisors and to municipalities
for approval to be a guide for poliry recommendations. Perhaps a Local Commission forS.ustainability wrll be formed to overse€ and aid administration of this plan, addressing
the neecis coutmon to all. The next steps are dependent on each organization, business,
agency, institution, and-person heeding the call to work collaboratively toward the goal
of creating a "susLainabie commumty" -- making our individual and co-llective voices an4
actions felt from one end of this county to the other and beyond. Now is the time, and. we
are the generation that must heed this calling. Our future really is "in our hands.,,

Sustainably,

Coordinator & Editor

( '  5.E. E.D. = Social ,  Enuironmental ,  & Economic Deoelopmentt

325 Crows Nest Drive Boulder Creek, CA, 95006 Tel: ,108-338-6013 Email: actionsc@cruzio.com
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* PRINCIPLES OF AGREEMENT

FOR DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

we go forward' with our "Local Agenda 21"' we will seek to:

rnclude ail community Foups and interests with fuu participation of ali ethnic groirps' the

youth, elders, u.,JlJt",Zr,, fitty honor both our unity & diversify; and treat all with respect'

provide oppoftunities for the community at large to contribute without having to attend a

meeting. (The viabiliry of i^pt"rr.,lr,t"1i6n of 
"io.ul 

eg"t du 21 depends on total inclusivity')

Establish an Information sharing Network focused on our "sustainability'"

Lookforcreat ivewaystocol laborate,avoidingdupl icat ionofef for ts.

Establish positive working rerationships with business, the education systems' government'

social institutions , orgarizations, media, and all segments of society'

provideavalues-basededucat ion,wi threspectfo.ral lpeople?:. t " tu*andal lof l i fe '
Ed.ucate the communiry at large uuo,r, individuar r"rt'o"Jibiliry encouraging a positively-

focused communifY emPowerment'

Maximize conservation and deverop rocal renelvabre resources, so that, as much as possible'

we rive off the interest our environment provides without destroying its capital base'

create a vitai economy with a viabre and sustainable economic system, creating opporfuruties

for work that are based on ,,right li',r"Gooa" and ;k" as well as products that sustain life;

and that this coliective weal*i-"ri r"pp"rt and sustain well being for all'

Recognize that environmental qualiry:.9.:.T:lealth, and social well-being are mutually

interdependent- A healthv """i'o*--t''i'^t,*"^q3*:".3:f;t:ff:n:il1#:['fi"#tJ"l:Tiiffi r:'J:'i,,?;;;;'";il;tahearthye"nvironmel::f:^'ffH'^::11,iffiH'
;X::jff:Hlll'ot"J; ili".. "g;g'*iii or economic sector or the popuration'

10. Protect, Preserye, and restore the natural environment'

11. Define ,,development,, in ways that bring about improvement in the qualiry of li'e for all'

12. Look beyond santa Cr.vzfor additionar successful.program: and strategies, and be willing to

share our model with other communities around the world'

6 .

9 .

.This tist represmts a consolidation of pnnciples agreed upon by all participants to date'



TnnrE Or CoNTTNTS

INTRODUCTION
(Historical Perspective, Definitions, Goals & purpose of "Local Agenda 21,,)

12 SPECIAL FOCUS AREA REPORTS:

Agriculture
(Sustainable farm.ing, urban agriculture, edible landscaping)

Biodiversity & Ecosystem Management
(organic preservation and restoration, forestry, waterways, ocean)

Education
("whoie svstems" foundation, values, responsibirify, empowernent, arts, media)

Energy
(Altemative energ.y, efficiencv retrofittrng)

Housing
(Affordable homes, family and commuruty concems, land use)

Population
(Rate of growth, family pianning, reproducti.ve nghts)

Public Health
(Quality of li-fe, biological integrity, promotion of wellness, plant-based diet)

Resources & Recycling
(Material resources, conservation, 3 R,s: reduce, reus€, recycle)

Social Justice
Poverfy & Women's Issues
Homelessness
Ethnic Dversity & Discrimination
Violence & Teerr Issues

Toxic Technology & Waste Management
(Manufacttrre and use of toxrns, hazardous waste, clean up)

Transportation
(Altemative transportatron modes, lrip reductron, ail qua.llfy)

Viable Economy
( " Sus tarnab le " b usrness practices, finance, j obs)
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