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-Proposed Work Plan for the Scounty of Santa Cruz CAS

Item: 33.1 ACCEPTED AND FILED report on a plan to devetop a climate Action strategy for

the County of Santa Cruz;concurred with the proposed approach, and directed

staff to return on or before April 17 ,2012 with a Draft Climate Action Strategy' as

recommended by the Planning Director
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subiect: Prcposed Plan lor Development of a climate Action strategy tor the county of

Santa Cruz

Members of the Board:

Efforts to reduce human contributions to causes of climate change are.underway in california at the

ili";r" ff;i;no ioiir reuers. dnJof these ellorts involves preparation of a climate Action Strategy

i&si;;ffiilerimls carreo a Cfitat" Action Plan. A c1mate Action strategv or Plan provides the

framework for local imptementition of AB 32, and for compliance with SB 97 and SB 375, which are

ii.rre. pi"CeJ"f Sute rilgisfation ihatiddress'local responiibilities related lo climate change and

sustainable community Planning.

Climate Action Strategy Content and Planning Procass

In the most general terms, the cAS will serve as a framework for identifying actions that the county of

Santa Cruz and the general puOfi.ian tafe to lessen human contributiohs to climate change' as well as

measures to undertake to o. 
"d'Jy 

Oiinl 
"nii.ip"t"o 

eflects ot climate change' The CAS will address

three levels of actions:

1) Steps that the County can take to reduce the impact of County activities;

2) Measures that can be taken to help reduce impacts ol activities ot residents and businesses;

3)Stepsthatcanbetakentosupportregiona|ef|ortstoreducehumancontributionstoc|imate
change, .u.n 

", "n.drralinffieofment 
patterns that,promote reducing veJticular miles

traveled by the pubtic,iilteiies for ieOucing emissions fiom energy production, and so lorth'

The CAS will articulate the County's and communitl

/ill also be used to establish "thresholds of
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siqnificance' for use in preparing CEQA environmental feview documents' and for identifying feasible

ilY,ffiil;#;; ili ffi il'b";;;J ;;;nditions of approval on development pOects'

s of the CAS'

Atthistime,thetypeso|impact$intheMontereyBayAreathatcou|dpotential|yresu|ttromg|oba|
;il#cnil;;btld inclu<ie those listed in the followins table'

The cAs will endeavor to characterize which ot the above impacts could occur in santa cruz county'

t"'"*t"t 
"tt""t, 

and what can to done to minimize adverse etfects'

Thepre|iminaryworkp|anfordeve|opingthedraftC|imateActionStrategyisprovidedasAttiachmentl.

rhe proposed processrorprep"lll3,'*"".9,"i:iffi:i:$l[,?T]'il?;Hllil,Tii'3i#11':i"1.Toi:""*o'
'i[ar.o 6"'*0"*"v. T.he cAS itsell will also need to incorporate

o;;; i.;#;ion,'a. tne'e is and will be contin.ued uncertaintv

)ted change and tne speeJ of ct'anges' n99ea19! intolocal impacts

especially, will be on-soing. statrJrivisionJG CRSto'0" i iiuins' t'h"ns""!19-d::-u^T::tthatwill suide

a multitude of practical 
"nd"iuo" 

in land use' resource management' County opera ons'

transportation, builcling, 
""o*ti. 

development and emergency management'

Re|ationshipofC|imateActionstlategytosustainablecommunitiesP|anningEffortg

on the regionat level, the first sustainabte communities strategy (scs) for the Monterey Bay Area will

be dralted by AMBAG 
";iili.Sr"r;a 

into tne Metropotit"n rtui6po|.t"tion Plan and retlected in area

Housing Etements. Th" ili 5H;iil oe aoopieo oi, ziiiij ii'tJ ii"pti"cted to be updated every 4 to I

vears thereafter (8-year Housing Etement cycle). se iiipi;uioe! an outline for wtrat the sustainable

bommunities Stritdgy will contain' as follows:

2 ^  t
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3.

4.

5 .

6.

7.

lden1fy the general location of uses, residential densities, and building intensities within the

region.

ldentify areas within the region sufficientto house all the population of the.region, including all

economic segments of the population, over the course of'the planning period of the regional

transportation plan taking intoaccount net migration into the region, population growth,

household formation and employment growth'

ldentify areas within the region sutficient to house an eight-year projection of the regional

housing need for the region.

ldentify a transportation network to service the transportation needs of the region'

Gather and consider the best practically available scientific information regarding resource

areas and farmland in the region.

Consider the state housing goals-

Set forth a forecasted development pattern for the region, which, when integrated with the

transportation network, and other transportation measures and policies, will reduce the

greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and light trucks to achieve, if there is a feasible

way to do so, the greenhorr. g"i emission reduction targets approved by the state board'

Allow the regional transportation plan to comply with the federal Clean Air Act'

1 .

2.

8.

on the local level, as you know, the county received a $500,000 state grant and willuse $125'000 in

County Redevetopment runiJio'Oi,,".fop i, SuJi"inlOf" Community and Transportation Conidor Plan'

The ptanning Department 
"*pe6s-tnt 

Siate to be ready to contracifor the lunds this June' Shortly

after the contracts .r. .ign"ol-1fr*rk OV 
"on.ufi"nt. 

and staff will begin' The Sustainable Community

ili;;p",t"tion conrlor dr;;;liffili-i"'dnnl**"*:,l,tSlr*ff',ii;'fl:Ll,"HS!ilj;S;i
'nJ idijJt-t"toitions will be elpressed as proposed General Plan

ls. Though not proposed to be completed until2014' staff will arrange

V in" *oft on the dustainable Community and Transportation

Corridor Plan to be fed back into the CAS as it becomes available' Furthei, we expect that any policies

and programs that flow trom ttre susainable community and Transportation conidor Plan will be fully

aligned with the CAS, .. tn" t*o 
"tfottt 

have the mutual goal of fosiering sustainable communities ancl

reducing vehicle mites trava"JiVftlil-"nO Jssociated rediuction of greenhouse gas emissions'

RECOMMENDATION

|t is therefore RECOMMENDED that your Board take the |ol|owing actions:

1. Concur with the proposed approach to preparing a Climate Action Strategy;

2. Direct staff toreturntoyourBoardonorbeforeApr'nfi'2o12'lopresenttheDraftClimate
Action strategy foic6nJioeration, with preparaiion of 

'a 
oEQA ctocument to be initiated after

the Board contirms ine proposed'content and measures of the Strategy;

3. AccePt and file this rePort. 37. I
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Sincerely,

Planning Director

Attachment:
1. Proposed Work Plan for the County Climate Action Strategy

CC: Commission on the Environment
Department of Public Works
Department of General Services

RECOMMENDED:

SUSAN A. MAURIELLO
County Administrative Officer
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